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Background to the Commission on Parliamentary Reform – Your Parliament,
Your Voice

On 26 October 2016, Ken Macintosh MSP, the Presiding Officer of the Scottish
Parliament an independent Commission on Parliamentary Reform. Part of the role of
the Commission is to look at how the Scottish Parliament can engage better with the
people of Scotland and how it can work more effectively.

The Commission is particularly keen to find out how the Parliament can:




engage more with the public
make clear to people what its role is
be confident it has the right checks and balances in place so it can work
effectively.

The Chair of the Commission, John McCormick, and the members of the
Commission, have set out a programme so that everyone who wants to can give
their views to the Commission.

The aims of the engagement activities in this pack are to find out:
•

how much people already know about the Scottish Parliament

•

what experience or involvement they have already had with the Parliament

•

what would make it easier for them to get involved in parliamentary business

Guidance for facilitators – What we’d like you to do

The pack is designed so that activities can be used flexibly depending on the group
size and age and the facilities available.
We ask that all facilitators complete the following and return the feedback forms to
the Commission:
1. Quiz - What do you know about the Scottish Parliament?
2. Activity - What is your experience of the Scottish Parliament?
3. Discussion activity - What would make it easier to get involved in
parliamentary business?
If your group doesn’t have time to complete all parts we would still like to receive any
information that has been collected – everything is useful.

Please email or post feedback to:
cpr@parliament.scot
Commission on Parliamentary Reform
CG.07
Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Icebreakers
These are optional activities and may be useful for large groups, or groups who don’t
already know one another, to get them relaxed.
Line up 1
This needs space for everyone to stand up and move around. Draw an imaginary
line down the centre of the space and ask everyone to stand on it (it can be quite
relaxed – no need to stand in single file!).
Q1. Did you have breakfast this morning? ‘Yes’ at one end of the line, ‘no’ at the
other.
Q2. Can you name a Member of the Scottish Parliament? ‘Yes’ at one end of the
line, ‘no’ at the other.
Q3. You have 8 MSPs who represent you. Can you name any of them? If you can
name all 8 come to this end, if none, go to the other – or somewhere in the middle
if you can name some.

Line up 2
Good for groups who don’t know one another and also for helping the facilitator
get to know the group.
Ask everyone to line up in a particular order. This could be according to the month
of the year their birthday falls in, first letter of their name etc. In order to form the
line they need to talk to one another.

Throw ball
This works well for groups of 6 - 15. For larger numbers, split into more
manageable group sizes.
Sit or stand in a circle. A ball is thrown from one person to another. As soon as
someone catches the ball they must shout out one word that they associate with
the Scottish Parliament. They then throw the ball to another member of the group.
Try to get everyone in the group involved.
If the members of the group don’t know each other this can be adapted so they
shout their name first. After one round it can be repeated but they must now shout
the name of the person they are throwing to.

Postcards
Good first activity to get people relaxed and talking about themselves.
On a table or board, display cards with photographs or quotes/words, and as
everyone arrives ask them to select one based on
a) how they are feeling today, or
b) something that makes them think about the Scottish Parliament.
Each person tells the group why they have chosen a particular card.
Cards are available at the end of this pack – 2 per each A4 page

Quiz: What do you know about the Scottish Parliament?
Power Point and print formats provided.
Facilitators should use whichever format suits their circumstances. If working with a
large group it may be more practical to use a pub quiz style with small teams. A print
version is available for this. The answers to the quiz can be found on the feedback
form.

1. What do you call someone elected to the Scottish Parliament?
A. Councillor
B. MP
C. MSP
D. MEP
E. Don’t know

2. Where is the Scottish Parliament based?
A. Glasgow
B. Edinburgh
C. Aberdeen
D. Dundee
E. Don’t know

3. Which politician heads up the Scottish Parliament?
A. Prime Minister
B. First Minister
C. Presiding Officer
D. Speaker
E. Don’t know

4. The Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament
A. makes laws
B. is the head of the Scottish Government
C. chairs debates
D. takes part in committee meetings
E. Don’t know

5. How much does it cost to watch a debate from the public gallery of the
Parliament?
A. It’s free
B. £1
C. £5
D. £10
E. Don’t know

6. How many MSPs are there?
A. 56
B. 73
C. 129
D. 273
E. Don’t know

7. From what age can you vote in a Scottish Parliament election?
A. 16
B. 17
C. 18
D. 21
E. Don’t know

8. When is the next Scottish Parliament election due to be held?
A. 2019
B. 2020
C. 2021
D. 2022
E. Don’t know

9. The Scottish Parliament cannot change the law on one of these? Which one?
A. Immigration
B. Health
C. Education
D. Renewable energy
E. Don’t know

10. How many signatures does a public petition to the Scottish Parliament need in
order for the Parliament to consider it?
A. 1
B. 100
C. 1000
D. 10,000
E. Don’t know

11. What takes place at the Scottish Parliament on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday mornings on the days when Parliament is meeting?
A. Debates in the Chamber
B. Committee meetings
C. Time for Reflection
D. Jazzercise
E. Don’t know

12. The Scottish Government is made up of
A. the First Minister, Ministers and Law Officers
B. the First Minister and Presiding Officer
C. all MSPs
D. the First Minister and Prime Minister
E. Don’t know

Activity: What is Your Experience?
For large groups (more than 15) write each of the following page headings on a
piece of flipchart paper and put these up on the wall, for smaller groups print the
headings onto A4 paper. If there is space spread these around the room to
encourage people to mingle so they can see the charts easily.
Ask everyone to put a X or a dot next to anything they have taken part in.
Give everyone the chance to have a look at all the responses – these will be used in
the discussion activity.

I have watched a Scottish Parliament debate
On TV

Online

Live at the Parliament

I have read about what the Scottish Parliament has done
In a newspaper

Online

On social media

I have contacted an MSP
By email

Written a letter

By Phone

Through social
media

I have met an MSP
At the Parliament In my local
area

At an event

At school

Other

I have looked at the Scottish Parliament website
Once

1 – 5 times

More than 5 times

I have visited the Scottish Parliament *

Watch
business

If yes, please tick all that apply:
Attend an
Have a look
Take a tour Visit an
exhibition
event
around

*Anyone ticking this option should also tick appropriate boxes below

On a
school
visit

I have spoken about the Scottish Parliament on social media
Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Other

I have watched a Scottish Parliament committee meeting
On TV

Online

Live at the Parliament

I have given my views to a committee
At a meeting at the
Scottish Parliament

At an event in my
community

By letter, email or on
social media

Discussion Activity 2
(After looking at Activity 1 results)
This is a group discussion led by a facilitator. The facilitator/note taker will
summarise the answers to each question and indicate, where possible, if these are
majority/minority views for the group.
What have been the most common ways
people have got involved with the
Scottish Parliament?

What are the least common ways?

Why do you think this is so?

If you have been involved in some way,
how did you feel about the experience?
Did it achieve anything?

Why do people not get more involved?

(ask if most people haven’t ticked some
of the boxes)

Why might you want to get more
involved?

Is it important to be involved? Why? Why
not?

What would make it easier to be more
involved in the Scottish Parliament?

Quiz
What do you know about the Scottish
Parliament? (print version)
1. What do you call someone elected to the Scottish
Parliament?
A.
Councillor
B.
MP
C.
MSP
D.
MEP
E.
Don’t Know
2. Where is the Scottish Parliament based?
A.
Glasgow
B.
Edinburgh
C.
Aberdeen
D.
Dundee
E.
Don’t Know
3. Which politician heads up the Scottish Parliament?
A.
Prime Minister
B.
First Minister
C.
Speaker
D.
Presiding Officer
E.
Don’t Know
4. The Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament
A.
makes laws
B.
is the head of the Scottish Government
C.
chairs debates
D.
takes part in a committee
E.
Don’t Know

5. How much does it cost to watch a debate from the
public gallery of the Parliament?
A.
It’s free
B.
£1
C.
£5
D.
£10
E.
Don’t Know
6. How many MSPs are there?
A.
56
B.
73
C.
129
7. From what age can you vote in a Scottish Parliament
election?
A.
16
B.
17
C.
18
D.
21
E.
Don’t Know
D.
273
E.
Don’t Know
8. When is the next Scottish Parliament election due to be
held?
A.
2019
B.
2020
C.
2021
D.
2022
E.
Don’t Know
9. The Scottish Parliament cannot change the law on one
of these? Which one?
A.
Immigration
B.
Health
C.
Education
D.
Renewable Energy
E.
Don’t Know
10. How many signatures does a Public Petition to the
Scottish Parliament need for the Parliament to consider it?
A.
1
B.
100
C.
1000
D.
10,000
E.
Don’t Know

11. What takes place on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday mornings on days when parliament meets?
A.
Debates in the Chamber
B.
Committee meetings
C.
Time for reflection
D.
Jazzercise
E.
Don’t Know
12. The Scottish Government is made up of
A.
the First Minister, Ministers and Law Officers
B.
the First Minister and Presiding Officer
C.
all MSPs
D.
the First Minister and Prime Minister
E.
Don’t Know

Quiz feedback form
Total number taking part____________________
Number of responses
1. What do you call someone elected to the Scottish
Parliament?
A.
Councillor
B.
MP
C.
MSP
D.
MEP
E.
Don’t Know
2. Where is the Scottish Parliament based?
A.
Glasgow
B.
Edinburgh
C.
Aberdeen
D.
Dundee
E.
Don’t Know
3. Which politician heads up the Scottish Parliament?
A.
Prime Minister
B.
First Minister
C.
Speaker
D.
Presiding Officer
E.
Don’t Know
4. The Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament
A.
makes laws
B.
is the head of the Scottish Government
C.
chairs debates
D.
takes part in committee meetings
E.
Don’t Know
5. How much does it cost to watch a debate from the
public gallery of the Parliament?
A.
It’s free
B.
£1
C.
£5
D.
£10
E.
Don’t Know

6. How many MSPs are there?
A.
56
B.
73
C.
129
D.
273
E.
Don’t Know
7. From what age can you vote in a Scottish Parliament
election?
A.
16
B.
17
C.
18
D.
21
E.
Don’t Know
8. When is the next Scottish Parliament election due to be
held?
A.
2019
B.
2020
C.
2021
D.
2022
E.
Don’t Know
9. The Scottish Parliament cannot change the law on one
of these? Which one?
A.
Immigration
B.
Health
C.
Education
D.
Renewable Energy
E.
Don’t Know
10. How many signatures does a Public Petition to the
Scottish Parliament need for the Parliament to consider it?
A.
1
B.
100
C.
1000
D.
10,000
E.
Don’t Know
11. What takes place on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday mornings on days when parliament meets?
A.
Debates in the Chamber
B.
Committee meetings
C.
Time for reflection
D.
Jazzercise
E.
Don’t Know

12. The Scottish Government is made up of
A.
the First Minister, Ministers and Law Officers
B.
the First Minister and Presiding Officer
C.
all MSPs
D.
the First Minister and Prime Minister
E.
Don’t Know

Activity Feedback Form - What is your experience of the Scottish Parliament?
Total number of participants: ______________
Please enter numbers for each response
I have watched a Scottish Parliament debate
On line
Live at the Parliament

On TV

I have read about the Scottish Parliament
On line
On social media

Newspapers

I have contacted an MSP
By email

Written a letter

By Phone

Through social
media

I have met an MSP
At the Parliament

Once

At a local surgery

At an event

Other

I have looked at the Scottish Parliament website
1-5 times
More than 5 times

I have visited the Scottish Parliament
Watch
business

Take a tour

Visit an
exhibition

Attend an
event

Have a look
around

On a
school
visit

Facebook

On TV

I have spoken about the Scottish Parliament on social media
Twitter
Instagram
Other

I have watched a Scottish Parliament committee meeting
On line
Live at the Parliament

At a meeting at the
Scottish Parliament

I have given my views to a committee
At an event in my
By letter, email or on
community
social media

Discussion Activity 2 - Feedback
Please expand this table to capture comments - a summary of the main points,
indicating majority and minority views.
What have been the most common ways
people have linked to the Scottish
Parliament?

What are the least common?

Why do you think this is so?

If you have been involved in any way,
how did you feel about the experience?
Did it achieve anything?

Why do people not get more involved?

Why might you want to get more
involved?

Is it important to be involved? Why? Why
not?

What would make it easier to be more
involved in the Scottish Parliament?

Icebreaker 4 – cards (print off, trim and display)

My Parliament

My Voice

Engage

Discussion

Boring

Don’t care

Decisions

Blether

Ideas

What matters

Postcards for Icebreaker – Please print, trim and display

